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MANITOBA TEAM PENNING ASSOCIATION 
2023 Show Host Information Package and Application 

OVERVIEW  

1. Show Host Package 

 Thank you for your interest in being a sanctioned show host. The contents within this show package provides all the 
necessary information required when hosting a Manitoba Team Penning Association (MTPA) event. 

 

2. The Show 

 All sanctioned shows will have a show representative assigned to act as a liaison with the Manitoba Team Penning 
Association. Once the MTPA has approved the show application, no changes related to the format, classes etc. will 
be allowed without the sole permission of the MTPA Show Representative. A deposit of $250 payable to the MTPA 
must accompany the show host application.  The deposit will be refunded if the show is not approved. If an 
approved show is cancelled by the show host, for any reason, the deposit is non-refundable. All applications 
received prior to March 1st will be considered for added money.  It is up to the discretion of the MTPA Board to 
consider added money to any event whose application is received after March 1st.  

 

3. Arena Requirement 

 The working area of the arena must be a minimum of 60ft x 160ft with a maximum size of 100ft x 200ft. The fencing 
must be of adequate height and density to discourage cattle from attempting to leave the arena.  The cattle holding 
pens and cattle grouping area will be located at the opposite end of the arena from where the riders enter. The pen 
will be placed at the end where the riders enter and opposite to the cattle grouping area. If the only access to the 
cattle is along the side of the arena, cattle will have a tendency to hang up at that area making them difficult to 
settle. The arena must contain an adequate amount of quality footing material to provide a save surface for horses, 
cattle and humans.   

There must be enough steel panels available to construct a competition pen to a minimum of 16ft wide x 24ft deep.   

4. Sound System 

 The show host shall provide a sound system capable of announcing the show. The sound system must be clear and 
loud enough so that any information being announced during the show is not inadvertently missed. 

 

5. Entries 

 All Contestants must be entered by Monday of the week immediately preceding the event.  All entries will be 
processed by the MTPA. Once all entries are confirmed, the MTPA Show Representative will advise the show host 
on the number of teams as well as the number of cattle needed for the event. 

Entry monies are collected on the day of the show, are the responsibility of the show host, and must remain secured 
by the host in order to pay for expenses and contestant payout. 
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6. Judge 

 The show host is responsible for arranging for the judge of the event.  A complete list of judges is included in this 
package 

 

7. Cattle 

 It is the responsibility of the show host to arrange to have cattle for the event. The show host must sign a contract 
with the cattle provider that stipulates the cost/head/day of each cow including the spares. A sample contract will be 
provided to the show host. It is the responsibility of the cattle supplier and show host to obtain insurance for the 
cattle while in transport and on the show site, or self-insure for loss. The MTPA will reimburse the show host for any 
cattle loss or injury that occurs within the show ring during competition.  

 The cattle must weigh between 400-700 pounds. All cattle must be healthy, sound of wind and must have sound 
vision in both eyes Cattle that have eyes that have spots, are cloudy or blind may not be used. They may not have 
horns longer than 2 inches from base of horn. The number of cattle required for a show is calculated according to 
the following guidelines: 

• Each herd runs 4 – 5 times per day. 

• The number of spare cattle should be a minimum of 5% of the total number of cattle being used for the 
event. 

• Recommended callback percentage is 50% with minimum percentage being 30% 

Exceptions to the guidelines may include, but not limited to temperature, humidity, arena size and condition, cattle 
numbers, cattle size and condition. Prior to the show, the final herd numbers will be determined in collaboration with 
the MTPA show representative and approved by the MTPA Board of Directors. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Pens must be able to house 30 head of cattle and have access to clean drinking water 

2. Each pen must be large enough to allow the cattle to rest between runs. Minimum 25 square feet per 
head is required, therefore 750 square feet per herd.  

3. Adequate feed must be readily available for all cattle during the event 

4. Safe and efficient system for cattle numbering and handling is required 

  

 

8. Show Staff 

 It is the show host responsibility to ensure adequate help is available on the show day to run a smooth and efficient 
show. At a minimum, the following criteria is required: 

• Two cattle handlers – load/unload cattle, move herds to/from the arena, fix numbers, utilize spare cattle 

• Announcer – announces classes, teams and cattle numbers.  As well, share publicly all information 
related to each sponsor. The announcer works closely with the judge and MTPA secretary to keep the 
show running smoothly. 



Revised 120122 RA 
 

3 

• Two timers – responsible for keeping time for each run. One timer operates the MTPA clock and the other 
one will run a stopwatch as back up.  NOTE: In case of a discrepancy between the two timers, the 
Judge’s decision is final. 

• Show Secretary/treasurer – works with MTPA secretary and assists in taking entry fees, securing the 
money collected, makes payouts and ensures all expenses are paid. NOTE: The MTPA secretary will 
provide the payout schedule for the show host.  This will be based on all income and expenses. 

• One Gate person (adult) – opens and closes the gate for teams to enter/leave the arena. 

 

9. Financial 

 The show host will receive 5% of total entry fees in consideration for hosting the show. A show sanctioning 
enhances attendance at a team penning as the members compete throughout the year for points leading to year-
end awards. The show host receives the benefit of advertising to MTPA members, provision to the MTPA secretary, 
computer system, as well as the clock and arena hardware.  The MTPA may provide added money to a set number 
of shows per year.  Added money received from local donations, sponsorships and advertising greatly enhances the 
success of the MTPA show. Added money is generally applied to the cost of cattle, which allows for reducing overall 
costs and increasing payouts. If the Show host intends to apply the added money to a specific class or two, the 
MTPA requires that this be declared in advance of entry deadline to ensure participants are aware which classes 
added money is being directed.  

Payouts are made in accordance with a set MTPA guideline that is calculated by the MTPA show secretary.  Since 
the payouts are dependent on expenses, all miscellaneous expenses must be identified on the sanction form prior 
to a show approval.  The final expenses must be provided to the show secretary at the completion of the show. 

 

 

10.  Emergency Preparedness and Show Cancellation 
As with any sport involving livestock, there is the potential for injury to humans or animals. Although it is not necessary to 
have an ambulance on stand-by, the judge, announcer and show secretary need to be made aware of the nearest local 
emergency room. A truck and trailer must be readily available to remove an animal from the grounds in an event that it 
cannot leave on its own. 

MTPA reserves the right to cancel an approved show for a number of reasons; including but not limited to the following: 
weather, poor arena ground, number of entries and cattle condition. An attempt to have meaningful discussion will be held 
with the show host and MTPA representative prior to any cancelling the show. Every attempt will be made to cancel the 
show within 24 hours of the scheduled start time to allow for notification of contestants and cancellation of cattle delivery.  

 

         

         
 


